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DETAILED ACTION 

This Non-Final action is in response to the application filed on September 4, 
2003 and the preliminary amendment filed on April 27, 2006 in which claims 7-9, 15, 18, 
20, and 21 were cancelled and claims 30 and 31 were added. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 2, 4-6, 10, 17, 19, 22, 23, and 27-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, 

second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly 

claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

The phrase "call unit sharing plan associated with the wireless and wireline 
usage" in lines 1-2 of claim 2, renders the claim indefinite. Specifically it is unclear what 
applicant is attempting to set forth by the term "associated with". It is noted that similar 
instances of the usage of this term occur within claims 4-6, 10, 17, 19, 22, 23, and 27- 
31. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 
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Claim 11 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to 
non-statutory subject matter. 

Regarding claim 11, the claim is directed to neither a "process" nor a "machine," 
but rather embrace or overlap two different statutory classes of invention set forth in 35 
U.S.C. 101 which is drafted so as to set forth the statutory classes of invention in the 
alternative only. See MPEP 2173.05(p), section II. In the interest of compact 
prosecution the claim will be examined as if it were a method claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-6, 10-14, 16, 17, 19, and 22-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by U.S. PGPub. No. 2001/0056362 (Hanagan et al. '362). 

Regarding claims 1-6, 10, and 30, Hanagan et al. '362 discloses a method of 
integrating billing and services management between a wireless telecommunications 
carrier and a wireline telecommunications carrier, comprising; provisioning a call unit 
sharing plan allowing a user to charge units of wireless usage and traits of wireline 
usage to one calling plan (paragraph [0050]); receiving wireless usage at a wireless 



Application/Control Number: 10/655,558 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3692 

carrier (paragraph [0078]); receiving wireline usage at a wireline usage rating platform 
(paragraph [0078]); routing the wireless usage to the wireline usage rating platform 
(paragraph [0078]); and if any of the wireless or wireline usage requires a billing charge, 
charging may of the wireless or wireline usage to the call unit sharing plan (paragraph 
[0079]). Additionally, Hanagan et al. '362 disclose preparing a single periodic bill 
showing charges to the call unit sharing plan associated with the wireless and wireline 
usage charged to the call unit sharing plan (paragraph [0079]); and prior to charging any 
of the wireless or wireline usage to the call unit sharing plan, rating the wireless and 
wireline usage at the wireline usage rating platform to determine whether any of the 
wireless or wireline usage must be charged to the call unit sharing plan (paragraph 
[0079 - 0080]). Furthermore, Hanagan et al. '362 disclose determining whether any of 
the wireless or wireline usage is associated with calling types requiring no charge 
(paragraphs [0089 - 0097]); whereby if any of the wireless or wireline usage is 
associated with calling types requiring no charge, designating the any of the wireless or 
wireline usage associated as requiring no charge (paragraphs [0089 - 0097]); whereby 
at least some of the wireless usage requires no charge because a wireless call 
associated with the at least some of the wireless usage requiring no charge was made 
during a free call period or a different rate call period (paragraphs [0128 - 0140]); and 
after preparing a single periodic bill, further comprising: settling revenue associated with 
the single periodic bill between the wireless carrier and the wireline carrier by 
apportioning an amount of the revenue associated with wireless services during a billing 
cycle associated with the single periodic bill to the wireless carrier; and apportioning an 
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amount of the revenue associated with wireline services during the billing cycle 
associated with the single periodic bill to the wireline carrier (paragraphs [0129 - 01 36, 
0160, & 0196]); and whereby at least some of the wireless usage requires no charge 
because a wireless call associated with the at least some of the wireless usage 
requiring no charge was made from a wireless phone of a user to a wireline home 
phone of the user (paragraphs [0089-0097]). 

With respect to claims 11-14 and 16, Hanagan et al. '362 disclose a 
telecommunications system including integrated billing management between a first 
telecommunications services carder and a second telecommunications services carrier, 
a method for synchronizing services between the first and second telecommunications 
services carriers, comprising: receiving a services order at a first services ordering 
platform of the first telecommunications services carrier requiring services changes that 
affect the second telecommunication services carrier (paragraphs [0079, 0080, & 0182- 
0186]); and notifying the second telecommunications services carrier to provide the 
services order to the second telecommunications services carrier (paragraphs 0143, 
0144, & 0168-0172]). Additionally, Hanagan et al. '362 disclose ensuring that 
subscriber services at the first telecommunications services carrier are synchronized 
with subscriber services at the second telecommunications services carrier for any 
subscriber services affecting both the first and second telecommunications services 
carriers (paragraph [0105 - 0109]); ensuring that no subscriber services changes are 
made at the first telecommunications services carrier affecting the second 
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telecommunications services carrier if a responsive services change is not made at the 
second telecommunications services carrier (paragraphs [0125, 0126, & 0138 - 0140]); 
and if a services change is made at the first telecommunications services carrier 
affecting the second telecommunications services carrier without making a required 
responsive services change at the second telecommunications services carrier, 
notifying the second telecommunications carrier of the services change at the first 
telecommunications services carrier (paragraphs [0168 -0172]). Furthermore, Hanagan 
et al. '362 disclose, sending an integrated fulfillment notification to any subscriber 
making services changes with either the first telecommunications services carrier or the 
second telecommunications services carrier where the services changes affect both the 
first telecommunications services carrier and the second telecommunications services 
carrier (paragraphs [0082 & 0168 - 0172]). 

In regards to claim 17, Hanagan et al. '362 disclose a system for integrating 
billing and services management between a wireless telecommunications carrier and a 
wireline telecommunications carrier, comprising; a wireless carder billing system 
operative to receive wireless call usage associated with wireless calls made via the 
wireless carrier (paragraph [0050]); to route the wireless call usage to a call usage 
rating platform at the wireline carrier (paragraph [0078]); the call usage rating platform 
at the wireline carrier operative to receive wireline call usage associated with wireline 
calls made via the wireline carrier (paragraph [0078]); to charge any of the wireless or 
wireline call usage to a subscriber call unit sharing plan if any of the wireless or wireline 
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call usage requires a billing charge (paragraph [0078]); to route rated call usage 
reformation for all wireless and wireline call usage requiring billing under the subscriber 
call unit sharing plan to a wireline carrier billing system (paragraphs [0078-0080]; and 
the wireline carrier billing system operative to prepare a single periodic bill showing 
charges to the subscriber call unit sharing plan associated with the wireless and wireline 
call usage charged to the call unit sharing plan (paragraphs [0078-0080]). 

Regarding claims 19, 22, and 31, Hanagan et al. '362 disclose a method of 
integrating billing management between a wireless telecommunications carder and a 
wireline telecommunications carrier, comprising; provisioning a call unit sharing plan 
allowing a user to charge units of wireless usage and units of wireline usage to one 
calling plan (paragraph [0050]); receiving wireless usage at a wireless carrier; receiving 
wireline usage at a wireline usage rating platform; routing the wireless usage to the 
wireline usage rating platform (paragraph [0078]); rating the wireless and wireline usage 
at the wireline usage rating platform to determine whether any of the wireless or wireline 
usage must be charged to the call unit sharing plan if any of the wireless or wireline 
usage requires a billing charge, charging the any of the wireless or wireline usage to the 
call unit sharing plan (paragraphs [0078-0080]); and preparing a single periodic bill 
showing charges to the call unit sharing plan associated with the wireless and wireline 
usage charged to the call unit sharing plan (paragraph [0079]). Additionally, Hanagan 
et al. '362 disclose that after preparing a single periodic bill, further comprising: 
settling revenue associated with the single periodic bill between the wireless carrier and 
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the wireline carrier by apportioning an amount of the revenue associated with wireless 
services during a billing cycle associated with the single periodic bill to the wireless 
carrier; and apportioning an amount of the revenue associated with wireline services 
during the billing cycle associated with the single periodic bill to the wireline carrier 
(paragraphs [0129 - 0136, 0160, & 0196]); and comprising ff any of the wireless usage 
comprises a wireless call from a wireless phone of a user to a wireline home phone of 
the user, designating the wireless or wireline usage associated with the wireless call as 
requiring no charge (paragraphs 0089-0097]). 

With respect to claims 23-25, Hanagan et al. '362 disclose a method of 
integrating billing management between a plurality of telecommunications services 
systems, comprising; receiving first call usage associated with calls transacted via a first 
services system (paragraphs [0050 & 0078]); receiving second call usage associated 
with calls transacted via a second services system (paragraph [0078]); routing the first 
call usage and the second call usage to one or more call usage rating platforms, at the 
one or more call usage rating platforms, determining billing information associated with 
each of the first and second call usages (paragraph [0078]); routing billing information 
associated with each of the first and second call usages to a billing system (paragraphs 
[0078-0079]); and preparing a single periodic bill showing charges associated with the 
first and second call usages (paragraph [0079]). Additionally, Hanagan et al. '362 
disclose that routing the first call usage and the second call usage to the one or more 
call usage rating platforms includes routing the first call usage to a first call usage rating 
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platform and routing the second call usage to a second call usage rating platform 
(paragraphs [0078-0080]; Figure 6); and whereby routing the first call usage and the 
second call usage to the one or more call usage rating platforms includes routing the 
first call usage and the second call usage to a single call usage rating platform at one of 
the first or second services systems (paragraphs [0078-0080]; Figure 6). 

Regarding claims 26-28, Hanagan et al. '362 disclose a method of integrating billing and 
services management between a wireless telecommunications carrier and a wireline 
telecommunications carrier, comprising; provisioning a call unit sharing plan allowing a 
user to charge units of wireless usage and units of wireline usage to one calling plan 
(paragraph [0050]); receiving wireless usage at a wireless carrier (paragraph [0078]); 
receiving wireline usage at a wireline usage rating platform (paragraph [0078]); 
receiving the wireless usage at the wireline usage rating platform (paragraphs [0078- 
0080]); add if any of the wireless or wireline usage requires a billing charge, charging 
any of the wireless or wireline usage to the call unit sharing plan (paragraph [0079]). 
Additionally, Hanagan et al. '362 disclose preparing a single periodic bill showing 
charges to the call unit sharing plan associated with the wireless and wireline usage 
charged to the call unit-sharing plan (paragraph [0079]); prior to charging any of the 
wireless or wireline usage to the call unit sharing plan: rating each wireless and wireline 
usage at the wireline usage rating platform to determine whether any usage must be 
charged to the call unit sharing plan: determining whether any wireless usage or 
wireline usage is associated with calling types requiring no charge; and in response to 
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any wireless usage or wireline usage being associated with calling types requiring no 
charge, designating the any wireless usage or wireline usage requiring no charge as 
requiring no charge (paragraphs [0079, 0080, & 0089 - 0097). 

In regards to claim 29, Hanagan et al. '362 disclose a method of integrating 
billing and services management between a wireless telecommunications carrier and a 
wireline telecommunications carrier, comprising; provisioning a call unit sharing plan 
allowing a user to charge traits of wireless usage and units of wireline usage to one 
calling plan (paragraph [0050]); receiving wireline call usage at a wireline rating platform 
(paragraph [0078]); receiving wireless call usage at the wireline rating platform 
(paragraph [0078]); if any of the wireless or wireline call usage requires a billing charge, 
charging the any of the wireless or wireline call usage requiring a billing charge to the' 
call unit sharing plan (paragraph [0079]); and preparing a single periodic bill showing 
charges to the call unit sharing plan associated with the wireless and wireline call usage 
charged to the call unit sharing plan (paragraph [0079]). 



Conclusion 

Examiner has pointed out particular references contained in the prior arts of 
record in the body of this action for the convenience of the applicant. Although the 
specified citations are representative of the teachings in the art and are applied to the 
specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures may apply as 
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well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant, in preparing the response, to 
consider fully the entire references as potentially teaching all or part of the claimed 
invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior arts of disclosed 
by the examiner. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lindsay M. Maguire whose telephone number is 571- 
272-6039. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F: 7-4. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kambiz Abdi can be reached on (571) 272-6702. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. /J^s 
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